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NEW  LAND  BROKEN  UP  FOR  CROPPING  IN  MONTANA 


New  land  broken  up  in  Montana  for  cropping  totaled  180,000  acres  during  the 
July  1,  1977  to  June  30,  1978  period.  Of  this  amount,  110,000  acres  were  actually 
cropped.  These  amounts  are  significantly  less  than  the  acreages  broken  up  during  each 
of  the  previous  three  years  and  reflects  lower  crop  prices  and  the  effect  of  the  federal 
farm  program  which  restricts  planting  of  wheat  and  barley.  The  new  land  is,  by  defini- 
tion, any  native  sod,  improved  pasture  and  other  land  not  tilled  during  the  past  3 years. 

The  Montana  Crop  and  Livestock  Reporting  Service  has  been  collecting  data  on 
new  lands  broken  up  for  the  past  four  years.  The  4-year  total  is  slightly  more  than 
1 million  acres,  or  about  250,000  each  year. 

The  second  table  shows  the  total  of  planted  acreage  estimates  for  1975,  1976, 
1977,  and  1978,  and  the  change  in  acreage  each  year.  The  results  from  these  two 
approaches  do  not  agree  exactly  and  probably  shouldn't,  since  sunrierfallow  practices 
can  change  and  some  crop  land  may  be  withdrawn  and  put  into  permanent  pasture,  new  hay 
seedings  or  other  use. 


USDA  SURVEY  INDICATED  NEW  CROPLAND 


7/1/74- 

7/1/75- 

7/1/76- 

7/1/77- 

4-Year 

6/30/75 

6/30/76 

6/30/77 

6/30/78 

Total 

thousand  acres 


New  land  broken  up 

240 

325 

260 

180 

1 ,005 

New  land  seeded  to 
crops 

160 

225 

165 

no 

660 

USDA  PLANTED  ACREAGE  ESTIMATES  ADDED  FOR  TOTAL  CROPLAND 


1975 

Crop 

Year 

1976 

Crop 

Year 

1977 

Crop 

Year 

1978 

Crop 

Year 

Cropland  Acres  planted  (includes  spring 
planted  crops  and  harvested  acres  of 
winter  wheat  and  alfalfa  hay) 

8,040 

thousand  acres  — 

8,265  8,439 

8,109 

Change  from  previous  year 

+68 

+225 

+174 

-330 

— Over  for  Chart  — 

**************************************************** 

JCALL  "FARMERS'  NEWSLINE"-  Toll  free-800-424-7964  * 

Jfor  latest  crop,  livestock  and  farm  economics  news! 
**************************************************** 

Daniel  L.  Herbert,  Ray  Stack, 

State  Statistician  Agr.  Statistician 
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NEW  LAND  BROKEN  UP  FOR  CROPPING  IN  MKIANA 


Several  years  ago  v^ien  the  Fami  Program  acreage  restrictions  were  relaxed, 
stories  circulated  about  new  land  broken  up  and  questions  were  asked  on  the  amount. 

In  the  spring  of  1975,  correspondence  was  exchanged  with  various  farm  leaders  and 
agricultural  agencies  in  the  State  concerning  the  development  of  seme  statistics  on 
new  land  broken  up.  In  an  attonpt  to  fill  this  need,  we  added  tvro  additional  ques- 
tions to  our  June  1975,  1976  and  1977  acreage  survey  questionnaires.  The  reported 
data  were  expanded  to  a State  basis  based  upon  the  relationship  to  all  land.  These 
should  provide  a reasonably  good  measure  of  the  amount  of  the  "new  crop  land".  These 
estimates  are  shown  in  the  first  table. 

The  second  table  shows  the  total  of  planted  acreage  estimates  for  1975, 

1976  and  1977,  and  the  change  in  acreage  each  year.  The  results  from  these  two 
approaches  do  not  agree  exactly  and  probably  shouldn't,  since  sixrmer fallow  practices 
can  change  and  some  crop  land  may  be  withdrawn  and  put  into  permanent  pasture,  new  hay 
seedings  or  other  use. 


SRS  SURVEY  INDICATED  NEW  CROPLAND  1/ 


July  1,  1974- 

June  30,  1975 

July  1,  1975- 

June  30,  1976 

July  1,  1576- 

June  30,  1977 

3-Year 

Total 

- (000)  

New  land  broken  up 

New  land  seeded  to 

240 

325 

260 

825 

crops 

160 

225 

165 

550 

T7  Questionnaire  wording  was  as  follows  in  June  1977: 


Of  the  land  you  operate  (reported  in  Item  19) 
how  many  acres  are  "new  land"  broken  up  since  Jxaly  1, 
1976  (include  native  sod,  inproved  pasture  and  other 
land  not  tilled  during  t^  past  3 years) 

Of  this  "new  land"  above,  how  much  has  been  or 
will  be  seeded  to  crops  for  the  1977  crop  season?  . 


SRS  PLANTED  ACREAGE  ESTTMAIES  ADDED  FOR  TOTAL  CROPLAND 


1975  Crop  Year 

1976  Crop  Year 

1977  Crop  Year 

Cropland 

acres 

Chg.  from 
nrev.  year 

Cropland 

acres 

dig.  from 
prev.  year 

Cropland 

acres 

Chg.  from 
prev.  year 

- - (000)  - - 

- - (000)  - - 

- - (000)  - - 

Cropland  planted 
includes  spring 
planted  crops  and 
harvested  acres 
of  winter  vdieat 
and  alfalfa  hay 

8,194 

449 

8,397 

4-203 

8,383 

-14 

— Over  for  Chart — 


Daniel  L.  Herbert, 
State  Statistician 


Sidney  W.  Lebahn, 
Agr.  Statistician 
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